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Write to Vox Pop 
Email voxpop Qmarshillchurch.org with your 
ideas, rants, and reactions. 
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questions, email voxoop@marshillchurch.org. 





Go to Africa 


The Agathos Foundation and Mars Hill 
are sending three Project Teams to 
Africa in 2006 


What is the Agathos Foundation? 

Agathos was founded by Mars Hill member Rob Smith 
in 2002. Agathos’ mission is to help Africa’s AIDS orphans 
and elderly achieve healthy, prosperous, and fulfilling lives by 
providing for physical, emotional, and spiritual needs critical 
to their advancement. We believe that we have a mandate 
from God to practice what James deemed to be “true reli- 
gion” (James 1:27). 

This will be the fourth year Mars Hill has sent members 
to Africa with the Agathos Foundation. Mars Hill members 
have been instrumental in demonstrating God's love and 
creating a relation of trust where Agathos is welcomed in 
the community and supported by the local chief and general 
population of Loskop, a Zulu tribal township in the country of 
South Africa. 


2006 Project Team Trips 


Ndola, Zambia (8/5 - 8/19) This Project Team will be the 
first on the ground representing Agathos in Zambia. Projects 
will include working on one or two new orphan sites assist- 
ing Zambian women already caring for fifty to one hundred 
orphans in less than ideal conditions. 


Loskop, South Africa (8/19 - 9/2) This Project Team 
will travel to our existing orphan village where PT members 
will spend time with our kids and have various jobs as we 
continue to expand village capacity. 


Father/Son Trip (12/27 - 1/7) This Project Team will 
be lead by Pastor Lief Moi as Mars Hill sends its men to 
Africa. The destination for this trip will be decided in the 
near future. wi 


For more information please visit agathosfoundation.org., 
pick up an Agathos Project Team brochure at Mars Hill 
and/or email projects@agathosfoundation.org. 
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Mars Hill Financial 
Coaching Ministry 


18 Billion Reasons Why This ts Important Stuft 





By Pastor Jamie Munson 


Americans on average are spending more money than they 
make, resulting in a negative savings rate. Fifty-six percent of all 
divorces cite financial tension in the home as the cause of the 
divorce. Millions of Americans file bankruptcy every year with a 
considerable number of them being college students. The aver- 
age American has over $8,000 of credit card debt. Americans 
spend more time at work, consume more stuff, spend less time 
with their family, and as a result are more depressed and unhappy 
than ever before. Less than 7 percent of Christians tithe to their 
local church. 


PAPADO 


Nadamucho.com 
presents... 


The Turn-Ons, The Glasses, 
In Praise of Folly & 
Smile Brigade 


7:30pm-$7 Sat. 6/10 


Sat. June 17 - 7:30pm, $7 
Durango 95, 

Outnumbered, 

Delusional Label, 

C-B Militia 


Sat. June 24th - 8pm, $8 
The Divorce, 

So Many Dynamos, 

Wallpaper 


ALL AGES 


1401 NW LEARY WAY IN BALLARD WWW.THEPARADOX.ORG 





I could go on for pages with the depressing statistics, but 
you get the point: America is in a sad financial state, and American 
Christians are no exception. Why does it matter if Christians have 
debt, don’t save, and divorce over finances? Because we know 
the truth: our money belongs to God and the way we use it can 
either point towards God and His glory or towards our idols and 
empty pleasures. 

In my study of what the Bible has to say about money, I've 
come to a very freeing conclusion: money is a tool. It’s not inher- 
ently good or bad, what makes the difference is how you use it 
and your heart behind your decisions. If you have a lot of money, 
be faithful with it. If you don’t have a lot of money, be faithful with it. 
We as Christians have a unique opportunity to live out the gospel 
with our junk (I mean stuff) if only we'll be faithful to Jesus and use 
it how He tells us to in the Bible. If this faithfulness were to take 
place in a widespread fashion, think of how the good news of 
Jesus would have the potential to spread with it as we take what 
we've been blessed with and pass that blessing on to others. 
Imagine this scenario: The average income in the Seattle area is 
around $45,000 per year. If the average worker has a forty year 
career from age twenty-five to sixty-five, they will earn about $1.8 
million. What plans do you and your family have for serving God 
with your nearly $2 million? 

This is where it'd be nice to have a list to give you (like 1) 
tithe 30 percent, 2) take your pastors out to a steak dinner, etc.), 
but the Bible doesn't give us a list. It gives us principles like “honor 
God with your wealth,” “give of your first fruits,” and “provide for 
your family and invest in the future of others.” This is going to look 
different in each family, and what we at Mars Hill ask of you guys 
is to lay your finances before God and ask how you can honor Him 
with what He's given you. 

Now multiply that $1.8 million by ten thousand people 
and you end up with... . it actually broke my calculator and said, 
“1.8e10.” For those of you like me who don't know what that 
means, that’s $18,000,000,000—$18 billion. That's a conserva- 
tive estimate for the collective stewardship responsibility we'll 
have as a church over the next forty to fifty years. Think of all the 
potential for God to get his glory through us as a people one 
faithful Christian at a time. 

I'm looking forward to another fifty years and $18 billion to 
see what God does in our city and throughout the world. If you 
need help in this area please don’t hesitate to ask, there is a lot 
at stake. 


Sincerely, 
Pastor Jamie 


mars hil June 


Subscribe to our weekly email update at 
www.marshillchurch.org. 


06.07 wed, 7pm - capstone 
New Perspective on Paul (Ballard) 


06.09 fri, 6:45pm - film & theology 
Superman (Ballard) 


06.14 wed, 7pm - capstone 
Open Theism & New Age Spirituality (B.) 


06.16 fri, 6:30pm - proxy 
Golden Gardens BBQ (families invited) 


06.17 fri, 8:30am - covenant 
Habitat for Humanity 


06.21 wed, 7pm - capstone 
Wicca & The Occult (Ballard) 


06.23 fri, 7pm - covenant 
Q & A Forum (Ballard) 


06.28 wed, 7pm - capstone 
The Da Vinci Code (Ballard) 


weekly this season 


sunday services 
ballard — 1401 NW Leary Way 
9am, 11am, 5pm, 7pm 
(no children’s ministry during the 7pm) 


shoreline — schirmer auditorium (crista ministries 
campus), greenwood ave N & N 195th st - 10:30am 


wednesday nights in the park 
Gasworks: 6-9:30pm (starting 6/21) 

Richmond Beach: 6-8:30pm (starting 6/28) 
Come hang out, BBQ, toss the disc, and study the 
Bible. Email gasworks@marshillchurch.org or 
shoreline@marshillchurch.org for more info. 


capstone lecture series 
Wednesdays at 7pm (Ballard) 
Open to all. See above for class titles and dates 


jericho junction 

Wednesdays at 6:45pm (Ballard) 

For kids age ten and under. Teaching the Word of 
God through drama and puppets. 


recovery & grace groups 

If you're struggling with addiction, substance abuse, 
homosexuality, infertility, post-abortion trauma, 
childhood abuse...email recovery@marshillchurch.org. 
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Vans, Relapse, and Satan's Grip 


Proxy serves at the Bread of Lite Mission 





By Dustin Nickerson, Proxy Intern 


Every so often God gives us glimpses into realities 
we don't understand. We don't understand them because 
we're not in them—but someone is. 

Poverty is a complicated reality. Ironically, however, 
most of us “responsible” adults think we know all there is to 
know on the issue. When it comes to the homeless, instead 
of giving money or food, we dole out ultimatums. 

“He shouldn't have dropped out of school,” some say. 
“Get a job,” others may shout. Then there are those of us 
who simply roll up the windows, lock the doors, and fix our 
gaze on the road and pretend we don't see. 

| should stop here and clarify the point of this article. 
This isn't a sociological challenge. There are lots of poor 
people in Seattle, we get this. Mars Hill Church is one of 
the biggest churches in the state of Washington, but the 
homeless population in King County alone is twice our size. 

So what is this article about? Recently God gave me 
and a few Proxy students a glimpse into this world when we 
spent a couple hours working at the Bread of Life Mission. 

The Bread of Life Mission is located in the heart 
of Pioneer Square. There are about five hundred beds in 





“Be ready...Satan loves his grip 
on the homeless’ —“Pete,” 


Bread of Life resident 





Seattle offered as shelter to the homeless every night and 
sixty-one of those are at the Bread of Life. 

The Bread of Life is a Christian-based organization, 
firmly rooted in the principles of Scripture. They take pride 
in treating their men with dignity, as people created in the 
glorious image of God, while the rest of society seems to 
shun them. 

Perhaps one of the most disturbing stats is that 31 
percent of the entire homeless population in King County is 
under the age of 18. | didn’t realize this as 15 students from 
that same age group joined me at the Bread of Life—about 
half of them were from Mars Hill Church and the other half 
were from Ballard High School. 

We showed up at about 10:30 ona typical, grey Seattle 
morning. As we looked around, peeking into all the rooms, 
we saw there wasn't anything particularly noteworthy about 
the building—it was neither trashy nor elegant—and buzzed 
like many of the shops in south downtown do. 

We got there expecting to serve breakfast. Somewhere 
along the line, though, that plan was changed to painting 
and doing other maintenance work. What followed were 
two hours of miscellaneous labor around the mission. We 
cleaned their fridges, washed two stories worth of windows, 
defrosted freezers, painted bathrooms, and washed their 


VV June 04 2006 


vans. Most importantly, we did it side by side with many of 
their current residents and some alumni from the program. 

All of us had meaningful conversations throughout the 
experience. | talked for a while with a guy I'll call “Pete.” He 
chimed in as I and a couple of students were washing the 
vans. 

“This is an amazing thing that you guys are doing here,” 
Pete said. "I mean you really don’t have any idea how much this 
is appreciated.” 

Feeling a bit bold and thirsty for a juicy testimony, | asked 
him about his past and how he ended up at the Bread of 
Life. “Well, like most people, the drugs put me in here. | don’t 
ever really remember coming, | just turned up here. And God 
cleaned me up through tt. I fell in love and was getting married, 
was off the drugs, and held a job,” he said. 

| smiled and uttered some cliché Christian encourage- 
ment, only to be interrupted. “And then | relapsed.” 

Relapsing is the worst thing imaginable for a former 
addict. It voids their accomplishments. It destroys their con- 
fidence. And it tempts them with a taste of the life they had 
fought so hard to leave behind. “In a word,” Pete said, “it was 
devastating.” 

"I lost my job. | got the girl I was with pregnant. Of course, 
the state took our kid. Now the woman | love is in a crack house, 
I'll never meet my child, and now I'm here.” 

| struggled even to sympathize because of my inability to 
relate. | don’t even remember how the conversation ended; | 
think | was in a bit of shock. 

Later in the day, | caught up with Pete and asked if he 
thought I might be cut out to preach at one of the nightly chapels, 
as one of the directors had asked me earlier. His response was 
encouraging and terrifying. “It'd be a great thing for you to do, 
brother. A young man like you getting up and proclaiming the 
Good News is powerful. People don't like stuffy old preachers 
who wear suits and neglect us. Your story could be powertul,” 
he said. 

| doubted, as my story paled in comparison to the horror 

he had told me earlier. 
“But be ready,” Pete empathically added, “because you will im- 
mediately go on the enemy’s radar. Satan loves his grip on the 
homeless; he rules them without contest. If you make yourself 
known as someone who's fighting him in the homeless com- 
munity, he'll come after you—hard.” 

Our little discourse ended with the most poignant of 
remarks. “Dustin, the devil is real around here. | mean, he’s 
really real. But if you think that’s scary, you should watch God 
triumph over him in our lives.” 

Thanks for the glimpse, Pete. vi 


Proxy is Mars Hill Church's ministry to teens. 
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Golden Gardens BBQ - A great chance to play 
on a beautiful local beach. Volleyball and burgers 
provided. 

Dan Harder at dan_harder@hotmail.com 


Spider Meadow Hike — A mellow hike to a 
meadow surrounded by mountains. 
Michael Pepera at michae/@pepera.org 


Kayak on Lake Union - See the inner city from a 
whole new perspective. No experience required. 
Thom Booth at thomb@marshillchurch.arg 


Windsurfing at Hood River, OR - A weekend full 
of adventure, including camping, mountain biking 
and kayaking. 

Kristin Nelson at Surferchick7@msn.com 


SCUBA at Alki Beach — Explore the wreck of the 
Honeybear and wave to some local octopi. 
Janelle Baarspul at jabaarspu/@yahoo.com 


Camp Muir Day Hike - Get up close and 
personal with Mt. Rainier. Required if planning to 
summit with us later this summer. 

Lisa Dale at /isamda/le@hotmail.com 


Mountain Biking at Lord Hill Park - Come 
explore the new park in Snohomish/Monroe. 
Brandon Talley at bta/ley@spu.edu 


Vashon Island Bike Ride — A short ferry ride 
brings you to a beautiful island with shoreline 
roads and views. Intermediate/advanced ride. 
Ali Wick at awick@anchorenv.com 


Soccer at Green Lake - All skill levels are 
welcome, invite your family and friends. 
Brandon Talley at btalley@spu.edu 


3rd Annual MH Farm Softball Tourney — Help 
support the Agathos Foundation. BBQ lunch is 
provided. 8 team roundrobin tournament. 
Meilee Lim at mhsoftball@gmail.com 
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Mars Hill 
Story Corps 


your story < the story of Mars Hill 
< the story of the gospel 


Many have heard the conventional story of “Mars Hill,” 
the entity—what started as a house Bible study is now more 
than four thousand people in three locations. But Mars Hill 
Church is not an event or a place; it's a people. The indi- 
vidual stories of these people are a part of the larger story 
of Mars Hill, just as the story of Mars Hill is part of the larger 
story of what the Gospel of Jesus Christ has accomplished 
throughout history. 

To celebrate a decade of Mars Hill Church and to 
spread the good news of what Jesus has done among us, 
a team of staff and volunteers will be working to collect as 
many stories as possible—through writing, conversation, and 
interviews. 

We want to hear about why you're a Christian, how 
Jesus has transformed your life, when you first came to Mars 
Hill, and the struggles you face as the Holy Spirit continues 
to refine your character and spirit. 

Everybody has a story. This isn’t a “Craziest Testimony” 
contest. Basically, if you're interested in telling your story, 
we're interested in listening. If you know Jesus, you have a 
story to tell. And if you know Jesus, your story can help save 
lives (John 4:39). 

To participate, look for the Story Project volunteers at 
Mars Hill events or respond to the following: 


Write about the first time you heard about 
Mars Hill Church. 
- What were the circumstances? 
- Before you ever even set foot in the building, what 
were your initial impressions and expectations? 


Write about the first time you came to Mars 
Hill Church. 
- Do you remember any of your first interactions and 
impressions? 
- How did the overall experience compare with what 
you were expecting? 


If you are a Christian... 
- How did Jesus save you? 
- What struggles, triumphs, and challenges mark your 
life today? 


Send responses to story@marshillchurch.org—be sure to 
include your name and contact info. 











pastor 


M dave kraft 
| was raised in Southern California. Jewish by birth, I 
became a Christian at the age of twenty. I went to school at 


the University of California, Riverside, and later worked for 
the U.S. Postal Service for seven years and was in banking 





for two years. 

In 1964, I started training with a ministry called The 
Navigators. In 1968 I joined the Navigators’ staff and have 
had assignments in Southern California, Northern California, 
Colorado, and Sweden (where my family and | served as 
missionaries for eight years). 

Since 1976, I've been with the Church Discipleship 
Ministry of The Navigators. I've also been a leadership trainer 
and spent ten years as pastor of discipleship and leadership 
development at a church in Colorado. 

I have a great love and passion for local churches and 
contribute in the areas of leadership development, small 
groups, discipleship, intentional outreach to the lost, and 
strategic thinking and planning. In fact, in April 2004, I pub- 
lished a book called “Leaders Who Last.” It's about what I 
have lived, learned, and passed along to leaders for more 
than thirty years. It is now my great joy to serve Mars Hill as a 
Community Groups pastor. 

I'm very intense, extremely focused, and organized. 
In other words, I have a proclivity toward workaholism. I've 
learned to relax by watching old movies, playing the djembe, 
and jogging four to five days a week (although I run much 
slower than I did a few years ago). I'm of older age, which is 
the stage when most things either hurt or don't work. 

One of the things I enjoy doing most is playing the 
djembe to some Fats Domino music and watching my two 
year old grand daughter, Amirah, dance around. I have a 
wonderful family. I've been married to Susan for thirty-eight 
years and we have a great time with our four children and 
three granddaughters. xı 





o 4 Countdown begins 
August 25 


Because Mars Hill Church continues to experi- 
ence incredible God-blessed growth, the demand for 
maturing leaders also increases. We need hundreds 
of new community groups—which means we need 
new coaches, leaders, apprentices and hosts who are 
trained and equipped to lead with passion and com- 
municate the vision. 

This fall, Mars Hill, will have the largest gathering 
of leaders in our history: a 24-hour “Community Group 
Leadership Intensive.” Everyone involved in Community 
Group leadership—pastors, coaches, leaders, appren- 
tices, and hosts—is encouraged to join us on Friday 
and Saturday, August 25-26. The festivities will start 
at 5pm on Friday and end at 6pm on Saturday. Pastor 
Mark Driscoll will be on hand to share how Community 
Groups are an essential and indispensable strategy 
for bringing the Gospel to Seattle. We will worship 
with Team Strike Force, brainstorm with other leaders 
through hands-on, experiential break-out sessions, and 
have a great time learning from Jesus and each other. 

The Community Group ministry is at the heart of 
what Mars Hill Church is all about: to connect and grow 
authentic relationships with Jesus Christ among a few 
brothers and sisters and with our non-Christian neigh- 
bors. Community Groups—meeting all over and around 
the city—not only provide opportunities to discuss the 
Scriptures, but also stimulate accountability, fellowship, 
leadership training, spiritual growth, and outreach in the 
context of an inviting living room atmosphere. 


To Register: 

Go to www.marshillchurch.org. If you are involved in 
any aspect of the Community Group ministry, we want 
you to share this experience with us. If you have any 
questions or would like to be involved, email august- 
conference @marshillchurch.org. 





Pastor Dave’s Stats 


Born: Dec. 29, 1939 in L.A., CA 

Married: Oct 5, 1968 to Susan 

Children: Daniel (32), Anna (30), Sara (26), Karina (24) 
Granddaughters: Amirah (2), Ella (8 months), Isabelle (5 months) 
First set foot in Mars Hill: 1999 

Became an elder: September 2005 
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Yo Money Yo Problems 


Heather Flodstrom and the Financial Coaching ministry are ready to help 


By Brent Miller 





Heather Flodstrom is helping coordinate the burgeoning 
Financial Coaching ministry. Recently, she sat down with 
Vox Pop to tell us more about this new service and why it's 
important. 


Vox Pop: What is the mission of the Financial Coaching minis- 
try at Mars Hill? 

Heather: To help liberate members of Mars Hill from financial 
sin by providing freedom through practical money advice and a 
working budget. The budget will be a sound plan that will allow 
members to provide well for their families, pay off debt, save 
money for emergencies and future life goals, and give regularly, 
sacrificially, and cheerfully to the church and others in need. 


VP: Financial sin? You mean like spending $150 on scratch 
Lotto tickets? 

Heather: Well, it could be that obvious, but in essence any- 
time you are in bondage to money-either through spending 
money on the wrong things, or spending more money than 
you should—you are not living your life financially in a way that 
pleases God. This lack of good stewardship results in not mak- 
ing room in your income for the things that matter to Him—which 
separates you from God, hence the definition of sin. 


VP: It’s interesting you bring that up, because for a while now | 
have been very stressed out about my finances. Most of my life 
is either dreaming about the things I want to buy, or holding my 
breath until my paycheck comes. 

Heather: That’s where the Financial Coaching ministry comes 
in. All you have to do is email money@marshillchurch.org and 
either myself or another financial counselor will work with you 
to create a budget that will help you be a good steward of the 
resources God has given you. 


VP: I'm curious about your background, how your interest in 
starting this ministry began. First off, how long have you been 
coming to Mars Hill? 

Heather: About two and a half years now. 


VP: And how did you decide to get into this financial help 
stuff? 

Heather: It started back when | was in Olympia. | created a 
spreadsheet to get myself on a budget to pay off my graduate 
school loans in five years instead of the ten they gave me, so 
that | wouldn't get raked on the interest. Soon after, | began to 
help some women from my church learn how to find freedom 
from slavery from money, and using my spreadsheet | put them 
on a plan to get out of debt and begin to tithe regularly. As time 
went on, | saw an increasing need for this kind of help within 
the Christian community and my desire to help people learn 
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how to live as good stewards of God's resources grew. 


VP: So how did you get into doing this at Mars Hill? 
Heather: Pastor Jamie [Mars Hill’s Executive Pastor] and I have 
been talking about this for about a year and a half now, but the 
real impetus came about three months ago when Pastor Mark 
was working through 1 Corinthians 3. He was talking about 
places where we're immature in our lives and in our faith and 
he kept bringing up financial issues. God put the desire on my 
heart to help people who could use financial help in becoming 
more mature stewards. So | talked with Pastor Jamie again, 
and we began to put this ministry together. | have now gotten a 
group of about twelve people who all will be trained as financial 
counselors to help Mars Hill members get their financial houses 
in order. 


VP: So say | know this guy who needs some financial help—hy- 
pothetically, of course. How would you begin to counsel him? 
Heather: As a member of Mars Hill, | would definitely encour- 
age you, oops, | mean ‘him’, to e-mail money@marshillchurch. 
org so that he can meet with one of our counselors and get 
on a plan. But in the meantime, the first thing I would address 


(continued: SEE ‘Yo’ Money’ page 8) 
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It’s all about the Washingtons, baby. Heather Flodstrom 
and the Financial Ministry team are ready to help you get 
back in the money. 





Photo by Brian Casey 





If you’re dropping Hamiltons 
like Aaron Burr, the newest 
Mars Hill ministry can help put 


your financial life in order. 


What is the Mars Hill Financial Coaching Ministry? 
The place where Mars Hill members can get practical 
money advice and help establishing a budget. 


Who provides the advice? 

Mars Hill members who want to help their sisters and 
brothers in Christ by guiding them towards freedom 
from slavery to money and teaching them how to be 
good stewards of the treasure God has given each of 
us. These volunteers come from all walks of life and 
are serving God's Kingdom and His people by being 
financial counselors for this ministry. 


Who can get help? 
Anyone who is a member of Mars Hill Church. 


How do I get help? 

E-mail money@marshillchurch.org. We will e-mail you 
more information about the ministry, questions you 
will need to answer before your financial coaching 
appointment, and the name and e-mail address of the 
counselor(s) that best suits your situation. 


When/where will I meet with a financial coach? 

You will get matched up with a financial coach, and 
then agree on a mutually convenient time and place to 
meet. 


Why should I get help? 
§ “You cannot serve both God and money” — Matthew 
6:24 


§ “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.” — Matthew 6:21 


§ "If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and es- 
pecially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith 
and is worse than an unbeliever.” — 1 Timothy 5:8 


§ “Keep your lives free from the love of money and 
be content with what you have, because God has 
said, ‘Never will | leave you, never will I forsake you.” 
— Hebrews 13:5 


§ “You will be made rich in every way so that you can 
be generous on every occasion, and through us your 
generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” - 2 
Corinthians 9:11 


(Part 3) 
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By Nadia 





My car is an obnoxious thing. It stalls 
every other block. It never stays where | 
left it last. It's big and ugly. It smells bad. 
Basically, my problem is that my car is a 


bus. And it’s always late. 

So my first day volunteering at the front desk was last 
Thursday, and I was supposed to be there at 9 a.m. I got 
there at 9:05. I know, it's not that bad, but for someone who 
has been scarred by a previous employment experience of 
getting the riot act for being two minutes late (no joke), it 
made me edgy. 

The “family entrance” area looked dark and empty. 
Where’s Claudine? I was supposed to check in with 
Claudine, the deacon in charge of the front desk. | walked 
over and looked under the desk, just to double-check if I 
was alone. | know that sounds dumb, because nobody sits 
under desks, but it's a natural instinct in me to check rooms 
thoroughly. But no, Claudine was not hiding under the desk 
to scare me. 

| sat in the lobby for several minutes and began to con- 
template heading up the forbidden stairs to find her. Maybe 





The Breakfast Club is really fun, but 
word to the wise, folks, don't 
go upstairs! 


she expected me to find her, I thought. But I really didn't want 
to attempt the stairs. 

See, a few weeks earlier, | had been helping with the 
Breakfast Club, and I had this cool jet-pack vacuuming gig 
that made me the prime candidate for doing the odd jobs. 
Like stairs. So I was instructed to vacuum those big stairs 
in the main auditorium that go up to who-knows-where. “But 
don't vacuum the top,” I was told. My mistake was that I 
heard, “don’t bother vacuuming the top” instead of “don’t set 
foot on the top.” 

So in search of an outlet for my jetpack, | crossed the 
line into . . . the world of Mars Hill offices. In the ten seconds 
| was up there, I couldn't find an outlet, and the paranoid 
part of me somehow knew what would happen next, so | 
started heading back down the stairs—where I was jumped 
by someone who asked me what I thought | was doing. | 


My first year * 
* at | Mars Hill 
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The First Day 
Volunteering at the 
Front Desk . 





explained, but | was told in no unclear terms not to go up 
there again. OK. 

During the rest of the Breakfast Club morning, two more 
badged strangers came up to me to make sure | knew not to 
go up there again. OK. OK!! It seriously felt like Office Space 
and the TPS cover sheets deal. The Breakfast Club is really 
fun, but word to the wise, folks, don’t go upstairs! 

So, understandably, | hesitated to go searching for 
Claudine up in the Forbidden City. Thank goodness she 
walked in the door a few minutes later so | didn't have to. 
The next half-hour was my crash-course, and then I was left 
to (wo)man the desk and phones. 

By the way, Claudine rocks. She wears fishnets to church 
and rides a moped and she knows everything. It was the best 
thing ever, because even though she was up in her office, 
we were on Messenger, and every time someone asked me 
something | didn’t know (meaning every time someone asked 
me anything at all), | would just type my question and hit 
‘send’ and—BAM!—an answer. Better than Google! So I've 
started calling her Mars Google. 

The very first thing | did as a volunteer was flunk at mak- 
ing coffee. And I didn’t even know for hours because the 
people were too nice to say anything. Doh! 

My instructions were clear: | followed the directions. | 
brought the carafe downstairs. Some unwitting martyrs with 
very nice manners took their coffee and didn't say any bad 
words or spit it out all over the countertop like | did when | 
eventually tried it. Another word to the wise: Sometimes cof- 
fee filters collapse in the machine, and when that happens, 
hot water drips through and skips the coffee grounds, and a 
pot of burnt hot water results. 

| was also supposed to answer phones. “Thankyouforc 
allingMarsHillChurchthisisNadia. How can | help you?” The 
thing was, all the callers were in cahoots. They all called each 
other first and planned to phone within the same 60 sec- 
onds. So there would be silence, and | would be cruisin’ the 
Members’ Website on the computer, and then—BAM!-three 
lines would all start going berserk. 

It wasn't really fair, but | have to admit, it was fun playing 
“Receptionist” and asking people to hold and transferring 
calls. Of course, by the time the seventh batch of simultane- 
ous callers hit the lines, it wasn’t such a novel idea and | 
contemplated a new game called “Put-Them-All-On-Hold- 
Then-Call-Claudine-And-Place-Bets-On-Who-Hangs-Up- 
Last.” However, since there’s a thirty-day probation period 
for volunteering at the front desk, and | want to keep on 
playing Receptionist, | decided | should probably wait until 
day thirty-one for my betting game idea. 


In between phone-call bursts, | was supposed to sign-in 
volunteers and appointments. | had become that same bad- 
guy who makes sure no strangers go up the stairs. Contrary 
to popular (well, my former) opinion, this is not to keep people 
out of a Mars Hill Pastors’ invite-only kegger. The real reason 
is much less dramatic, but important: personal information is 
floating around and private counseling sessions take place 
upstairs—imagine someone walking in on you at such a 
vulnerable moment! 

So the upstairs is closed for privacy and safety. Oh well. 
| was all pumped about being a bouncer checking backstage 
passes, but the only exciting thing that happened was when 
one guy entered the building while | was on the phone and 
made a beeline through a door into the big room. | hung up, 
grabbed the portable line and hunted him down to find him 
looking through the lost-and-found for something of his. 

Other than that, | just made myself look stupid a lot, 
since | didn't have the slightest clue of who were strangers 
and who were staff and regulars. The staff must've thought 
it was pretty funny when I halted them at the door. Some 
of them were one step ahead of me and ran for the login 





The very first thing | did as a volun- 
teer was flunk at making coffee. And 
| didn’t even know for hours because 

the people were too nice to say 
anything. Doh! 





board to show me they were supposed to be there before 
the awkward “hi, who the heck are you?” conversation had 
to take place. 

One lady on the phone really wanted to talk to one of the 
pastors and I was trying to be all consoling and suggesting 
she talk to someone else (since the pastors are really busy) 
and finally the poor exasperated woman said, “well, I'm his 
WIFE!” Yeah, ok, | guess | can let you talk to him THIS TIME. 
Ugh, | felt like such a doofus! 

My last blooper to share with you was one that I have ex- 
perienced from the other side several times. A woman called 
up trying to get a download of the “Who’s Your Daddy?” talk, 
and | couldn't find it just then, either, so | told her I'd e-mail 
her the info as soon as | could. Well, when | was leaving 
at the end of the day, | shut down the computer and did 
NOT save the file with her forgotten address on it. | can’t 
even remember her name now. She’s probably wondering, 
“what the heck!” just like | did, when nobody emailed me 
back. Lady, if you're reading this, you know who you are and 
I'm very, very sorry! If you call on a day other than Thursday, 
you'll get someone more competent. 

At five o’clock, | decided they’d had enough of my havoc 
for the day, and | sayonarad. What really cracks me up is that 
they asked me to come back... wi 
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Family 
Philanthropy 


Money isn't the only thing we can give 


By Tera L. Miller 





What is “family philanthropy”? According to Merriam 
Webster, the Greek root, phil or philo, means “having a 
strong affinity or love for,” and the root of anthrop means 
“human.” Simply stated, family philanthropy is the act of a 
family loving people. 


What’s My Motivation? 

Before | became a Christian, my motivation for giving 
of my time, talent, and treasure was not out of love for oth- 
ers. Although I did genuinely care for people in need, my 
charitable acts were done (at least in part) out of feelings 
of obligation, guilt, shame, and a longing to belong. And 
what’s more, | gave with a secret desire to get something in 
return—whether it was recognition, acceptance, or a dimin- 
ished sense of guilt. 

It wasn’t until | met Jesus that my motivation changed 
and | began to serve others, honestly feeling more blessed 
to give than to receive (Acts 20:35). | also learned that God 
does not only instruct us to give, He is clear about the spe- 
cific ways we should be giving the resources and gifts He’s 
entrusted us with. 

In Matthew 25:35-—40, Jesus tells his people to care for 
the hungry, thirsty, strangers, naked, sick, and imprisoned. “l 
tell you the truth,” Jesus will say to us one day, “Whatever you 
did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for 
me” (25:40). James 1:27 calls attention to our responsibility 
to look after orphans and widows. And in Psalm 82, we are 
called to defend the weak, poor, and oppressed. 


Families Taking Action 

So how does this play out in our own lives? | was en- 
couraged to learn how Mars Hill families are incorporating 
philanthropy into their parenting and biblical teaching. 

In addition to serving at and tithing to Mars Hill 
Church, many families give additional amounts of their time, 





Audra, age ten, asked her guests 
that, in lieu of a birthday gift, to 
bring a back-to-school item for local 
children in need. 





talent, and treasure to local and international ministries. 
I've learned of families involved with Thanksgiving and 
Christmas “adopt-a-family” programs, new parent support 
projects, and ministering to the elderly and imprisoned 
through encouraging letters. 

Mars Hill members, Dave and Adriene Saisslin, teach 
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Yo Money 


( continued from page 6) 


is where he’s putting his money now. Where you put your 
money indicates what you worship—remember that verse 
in Matthew “where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also”? (Matt. 6:21) 


VP: So if | give to God AFTER my trip to Nordstrom and 
Cineplex Odeon, am | showing that | love movies and shoes 
more than God? 

Heather: Yep. God calls us to tithe out of the first fruits 
of our income—that means we give to God FIRST, before 
meeting our obligations, before buying that new X-box game 
that we “need”, before the thirteen lattes we're going to buy 
this week, etc. And even more importantly than the percent 
we are giving, the question we should ask ourselves is: “Am 
| giving to God regularly, sacrificially, cheerfully, and from the 
first-fruits of my income?” (2 Corinthians 8—9) 

VP: And what if my friend says, “God is God. He doesn’t 
need my money.” 

Heather: He's definitely right-God doesn’t ‘need’ our 
money. But God wants us to see our money as ultimately 
His—and that we just get to be stewards of it while we're 
here. So if you tithe 10 percent, rather than thinking you 
are giving 10 percent back to God, consider that you are 
actually choosing to keep 90 percent of His money! This 
perspective will help us keep our minds (and our wallets) 
in the right place, because we can’t serve both God and 
money. (Matt. 6:24) 

VP: Thanks for chatting, Heather. | feel like I've learned 
something. 

Heather: Hey I'm glad that | can serve the Kingdom by 
helping people understand that we need to watch how we 
spend our money so that we can please God with our entire 
lives—including our finances. wi 


their three children about philanthropy by modeling it 
themselves. A simple act of stopping to help a person on 
the side of the road with a flat tire or offering support to a 
family dealing with health issues has demonstrated service, 
compassion, and sacrifice to their children. 

This modeling approach has been fruitful in the lives of 
the Saisslin kids. Their two younger girls now always include 
a charity in their birthday celebrations. Last September, 
Audra, age ten, asked her guests that, in lieu of a birthday 
gift, to bring a back-to-school item for local children in need. 
The Saisslin’s oldest child, Addison, age eighteen, reflects 
back on his favorite time of service. “Years ago I went with 
a group of kids to the local retirement home and visited with 
the seniors. We sang songs and brought handmade cards 
to give them. It made me feel good to see that this act of 
kindness had brought a smile to their faces and that they 
really enjoyed the company. Some didn’t have any family that 
ever came to see them. | remember thinking | would want 
someone to talk to if | were in their shoes.” 





DO YOU WORRY 
ABOUT MONEY? 


IS DEBT WEIGHING 
YOU DOWN? 


IS HAVING A 
BUDGET A FOREIGN 
CONCEPT TO YOU? 


DO YOU WORRY 
THAT IF YOU TITHE 
YOU MIGHT NOT BE 
ABLE TO PAY YOUR 

BILLS? 


DO YOU WANT TO SAVE 
FOR EMERGENCIES OR 
YOUR FUTURE BUT 
FEEL LIKE YOU CAN’T? 


The new Financial Coaching 
ministry can help you take the first 
step toward financial freedom and 

learn how to be a good steward 
with your God-given resoutces. 
Email money@marshillchurch.org. 


Another Mars Hill member, Rob Smith, shared that while 
he and his wife, Merle, were living in Atlanta, they served at a 
local women’s shelter and would bring their children along to 
witness their acts of service. 

Rob said, “[Our children’s] involvement might have 
been sleeping on the floor while we showed hospitality, 
hearing Merle and | talk about someone's immediate need 
and seeing us get our checkbook out, or coming with as we 
helped out a needy person. It is with joy that | now see my 
grown children demonstrating mercy and helpfulness with 
little hesitation when they see a need.” 

Many more Mars Hill families are teaching the next 
generations to care for others as we should—out of love for 
Jesus and love for people, with no expectation of something 
in return. This brand of philanthropy is what our world des- 
perately needs. wi 


“That Satu rday Evening” A story of true repentance 


By Jeremy O'Bryan 


My wife knelt in front of me, taking my hands in hers and 
looking into my eyes. 

"I feel like there's always been this ‘thing’ between us,” 
she said. “| don't know what it is, it’s just this weird feeling.” 
Oh great, | thought, suspecting exactly where her concerns 
were coming from. 

“Tonight I’m going to ask you to tell me everything about 
you,” she said. “I really want you to tell me everything. So 
think about it. I’m going to be a big girl. I'm not going to be 
upset.” Right. 

That Saturday Evening now marks a most important 
point in time for me. It's the night | told my wife about the sex 
| had with other women while she and I were engaged to be 
married. And about the pornography use that had occurred 
during our marriage. 

She had no idea about my infidelities, with the excep- 

tion of a couple of telephone and internet porn incidents | 
had tried to explain away. 
That Saturday Evening God began a new work in me. My 
secrets were out, and the compartments in which I kept them 
— dark, ugly, lonely places — became filled with the light of 
Christ Himself. 

| had begun the critical, manifold steps to true repen- 
tance: admit everything, deny yourself, turn toward Christ, 
never go back. It truly takes all four of these elements to 
receive God's grace. 

I'm a forty-one year-old follower of Christ and a “regular 
attender” at Mars Hill Church looking forward to member- 
ship, fellowship, and service. I've been a church lay-leader 
and close advisor to more than one pastor over the past 
seven years. | read, study, and indeed understand God's 
Holy Scriptures. I've sat through countless sermons, read 
books by renowned theologians, joined Bible studies and 
led them — I've even taught kids’ church and worked in the 
nursery with my lovely wife. 

On the surface, my life had been all peace and beauty 
and strength — a sturdily crafted box, richly adorned and 
ornately designed for your admiration. If you had turned the 
small handle on the side, you would have heard the melodi- 
ous tune it played. How wonderful it was! 

But inside was different. Inside was the evidence of 
a life under siege: scorched earth, scarred walls, polluted 
environs. Turn that handle enough times and the unhappy 
jack on the inside threatened to pop out, his face twisted 
with fear, his eyes dark with depression. 

| had been afflicted for most of my life — since | was a 
teenager — by a desire to look at naked bodies engaged in 
sexual acts. Through two marriages and a shaky, fakey walk 
through God's kingdom, | had hidden this sexual addiction 
deep inside so that no one would know about it but me. | 
have deceived my friends, my pastors, and my wife. The 
intensity of the shame | have experienced during my struggle 
is eclipsed only by the intensity of the desire that burned for 
it to remain in secret. Which led to lie after lie after lie. 

My wife is grown up from a little girl who had dreams: 





dreams of an intimate life with a faithful husband, dreams 
of living in a beautiful story, dreams of a house full of gig- 
gling children. Her dreams were a sweet, small flower that 
| crushed under the jack-booted foot of secrecy, shame, 
and sin. After | told my wife about the lies and the secret 
behavior, | felt like | had pushed her in front of a moving train. 
We lived for weeks in that place between the push and the 
impact. Eventually the train hit her. But Jesus Christ, in His 
infinite mercy, picked her up and even now heals her. 
Despite the admission of my secret sexual sin being the 
most difficult trial I've ever undertaken, it had to be revealed. 
Despite the fact it deeply injured my wife and nearly killed 
our marriage, it had to be revealed. For on the other side of 
the task lay pain, but also progress; fear, but eventually faint 
hope, then more progress. On the other side of the task lay 





“Tonight I'm going to ask you to tell 
me everything about you,’ she said. “l 
really want you to tell me everything. 
So think about it. lm going to be a big 
girl. I'm not going to be upset.” 





the only hope for a crippled walk with Christ and marriage 
co-founded by a liar. 

Today, because God is so incredibly merciful, | am out 
of the box. Like a great physician, He cleans the wounds, 
applies His healing balm, dresses them. | am on the road 
to healing and recovery. Mercifully, so too is my wife. She 
stands next to me despite tremendous pain, feeling alienated 
by this man whom she loves but does not know. Her strength 
is profound, her forgiveness in place. 

The revelation of my sin to the world has been the key 
to my repentance and salvation. Telling my secret was the 
step God has been waiting for as | flopped and floundered 
through the Kingdom, not even sure | would ever be healed. 
God cannot work in the heart of anyone who thinks his 
secret is more important than spilling his guts to God and 
everyone else (often referred to as walking in truth). The true 
intimacy with God that comes from knowing about Him, and 
acknowledging that He knows all of you, is beyond the grasp 
of anyone with a secret sin. 

Soon after That Saturday Evening, my wife and I con- 
tacted a Mars Hill pastor and discussed our severe plight. He 
helped us find the right road to recovery. Thursdays | meet 
with other Mars Hill men in a group called For Men Only, 
comprised of guys who have all struggled like me, more or 
less. We're utterly transparent with each other. Because we 
understand. My wife is happier every day; and she’s getting 
to know a whole new man. God's man. A man who really 
understands Christ, comprehends the Holy Spirit's leading, 
and is totally on board with God's sovereign plan. 

An anointed preacher recently said that regarding our 
salvation we should ask: “What has God saved me from?” If 
God has not saved you from something, then you don’t have 
anything from which to repent. This true repentance is a key 


element of God's saving grace — and it cannot come without 
exposing your own sin, turning your back on it completely, 
and striding confidently away. 1% 


Jeremy O'Bryan is a regular attender at Mars Hill who 
came to true repentance That Saturday Evening, Oct. 22, 
2005. He lives in Olympia with his wife and their son. 


RECOVERY GROUPS 


Recovery Groups are designed to kindly, carefully, and 
firmly bring about a new way of life in Jesus. To join 
a Recovery Group, email recovery@marshillchurch. 
org. Grace Groups exist to help survivors of physical, 
emotional, and sexual abuse. To join a Grace Group, 
email gracegroup@marshillchurch.org. Many groups 
have a waiting list, but signups are accepted for the 
next available group. For a complete description of the 
different groups, go to www.marshillchurch.org. 


Sanctuary — healing and support following miscarriage. 


Infertility — Help and resources for those dealing with 
infertility 


Women’s/Men’s Grace Groups - For survivors of 
physical, emotional and sexual abuse 


Men’s Groups and Women’s Groups for those strug- 
gling with same sex attraction — There is care, com- 
munity and help for those seeking healthy heterosexual 
recovery. The group will not debate the issue or budge 
from its purpose of helping those seeking recovery 
toward heterosexuality. 


Men’s Substance Abuse Group and Women’s 
Substance Abuse Group (no co-ed groups) 


Women struggling with eating disorders 


Men’s Sexual Purity Group — For men struggling with 
sexual sin and addiction 


Healing Hands - For women struggling with post- 
abortion trauma. Everyone involved with this ministry 
understands the heartache of abortion because they 
have all personally experienced it. We want to share the 
hope and healing that we have found in Jesus Christ. 


In addition to the above groups, the pastors in the 
Pastoral Care and Shepherding department are also 
available by appointment to provide individual help. 
Email care@marshillchurch.org or call (206) 706- 
4892 to schedule a time or inquire further. 
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West side Story 2 


By Pastor James Harleman [ES 


Last month, we featured an article about our recent 
property acquisition and planned expansion of Mars Hill as 
a multi-site church, launching official Sunday services in 
West Seattle by October 2006 (you can download the last 
issue at www.marshillchurch.org in the Downloads section, 
Vox Pop archives). Pastor Mark Driscoll shared his heart 
for the Westside and future site pastor, Bubba Jennings, 
shared details about plans for the property and how existing 
members of Doxa Church on mission with us will become 
members of Mars Hill over the summer months. 

As the June issue of Vox Pop hits the streets, several 
exciting events have already transpired. Between Memorial 
Day Weekend and the first week of June, a massive de- 
molition occurred, leaving the West Seattle facility looking 
as if Bruce Banner got mad and his green alter-ego tore 
through the place on an all-night bender. On Friday June 
2nd, hundreds of people joined Mars Hill pastors to pray 
in thanksgiving at the West Seattle site, dedicating the 


building and celebrating what God has done for our church 
and the city. Pastors Mark, Jamie, and Bubba shared the 
overarching vision for Mars Hill Church and its coming 
incarnation on the other side of Elliot Bay. 

We've captured great footage of our volunteers hard 
at work, and will keep everyone updated in a variety of ways 
as we renovate this facility and ready it for the fall launch 
date. Mars Hill and Doxa church members will continue 
to volunteer time and effort over the hot summer months 
and everyone is invited (and needed!) to help, whether you 
plan to worship on Sunday in Ballard, Shoreline, or West 
Seattle. To get on the mailing list for work dates and offer 
your assistance, whether you have mad skills in construction 
or not, email westseattle@marshillchurch.org. There will be 
projects at other sites as well as we do maintenance and 
upgrades, so please keep your eyes open for opportunities 
to very physically advance our efforts in the time and place 
God has called us. 

Whether it’s footage of demolition and construction 
work, plan updates, pictures of the prayer and dedication 


FEATURE 








event, or just a pastoral thought for the day, Pastor Bubba 
and his project manager Brent Williams will keep us updated 
online with the first of several blogs that will soon become 
a staple of our public website. Check out Bubba’s blog at 
www.marshillchurch.org. Shoreline will have its own blog in 
coming months, as well as other ministries within Mars Hill, 
but capturing the online story of West Seattle as pastors, 
deacons and members put blood, sweat, and tears into this 
latest season of growth seemed the best place to begin. 

Thanks to everyone for your prayers, hands, and 
financial contributions on behalf of expanding our presence 
in the greater Seattle area. We'll have updates this month 
on fundraising needs from the pulpit and online, and more 
detail in the next issue of Vox Pop. In the meantime, we 
appreciate your continued prayers for your pastors as we 
put finishing details on what it will take to steward what 
God has given us going into the next year as a church, and 
prayers of thanksgiving for the Doxa churchgoers as they 
join us in our mission as part of the Mars Hill family. a4 
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GHTaTOW 


The Art & Fellowship of 
Break Dancıng 


By Tera L. Miller 


Thought break dancing went the way of spiral perms 
and MC Hammer pants? Think again! Just like leg-warmers, 
break dancing is making a comeback in Seattle. 

It was a Monday night. I decided to skimp on my beauty 
sleep and see for myself what all the hype was about at The 
War Room on Capital Hill. 

Like every good newbie, we arrived just after the doors 
opened at 9pm. Although we may have looked pathetically 
eager in the eyes of the doorman, this allowed us plenty of 
time to scope out the best seats. We chose a booth closest 
to the dance floor and in prime view of the DJ, who started 
spinning at 9:30. 

At exactly 10:01, we saw a hodgepodge of people start 
spewing onto the dance floor from all sides. We watched 
as they greeted one another with familiar smiles, head nods, 
handshakes, and hugs-the ones where you slap hands, pull 
each other close, and then slap one another's back a couple 
times. You know, the cool hug. 

| saw a range of ages, a mix of racial backgrounds, and 
surprisingly enough a fair representation of both male and 
female dancers. Then they began to warm up. Yes, warm 
up. They stretched and bent and lunged. | quickly found out 
why warming up was so necessary. Just as the DJ kicked it 
in high gear, everyone moved into a natural formation circling 
the dance floor. 

It was organic and raw. | was experiencing another 
sub-culture of Seattle. Just as Seattle has people who come 
together to skateboard, ride their mopeds, or play video 
games, this was a close knit group that came together with 
the sole purpose of cutting it up on the hardwood. 

And then the real deal started. The first dancer broke 
out into the center of the circle. He had moves like nothing 
I'd ever seen. His body seemed to contort and spin out of 
control, although each move was intentional and precisely 
choreographed. Then he exited and, just as smoothly as the 
fist guy had entered the circle, another guy took his place—all 
without skipping a beat. 

| can’t even begin to describe in words what my eyes 
saw. It was much more than head spinning and the robot. It 
was creative, graceful, and truly amazing. 

What struck me more than the incredible skills that 
these dancers had, though, was the love and respect they 


(continued: SEE ‘Night on the Town’ page 14) 
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What Would 
Jesus Buy? 


The unique ministry of Christian bookstores 


By Emily Heffter 





When the Lifeway Christian Stores conglomerate took 
over the mom-and-pop Shoreline Christian bookstore, man- 
ager Debra Self found herself trying to explain to Bible Belt- 
based merchandise buyers what Christians in Seattle want to 
buy. 

“Don’t send us King James Bibles,” she told them. 
When they sent her about 120 “hokey” Christian T-shirts, she 
stashed them in the upstairs of her store. Seattle’s Christians 
would never buy them, she said. 

Lifeway is owned by the Southern Baptist Convention 
in Nashville. But Debra said the Convention is working with 
her to adapt its products to the wide range of Christians in 
Seattle. 

“It’s been kind of a culture shock for them,” she said. 

In the Central District, Kathryn Hooks finds she sells a lot 
of King James Bibles at her store, Joy Unlimited (on South 
Jackson and 23rd Avenue South). But as her neighborhood 
is changing, she has had to change with it and compete in a 
market that includes “big box stores” (Wal-Mart, Target, etc.) 
and chain Christian retailers. 

Christian retail was a $4.3 billion market in the U.S. in 
2004, up from $4 billion in 2000, according to the Christian 
Booksellers Association, an industry group. But Christian 
bookstores control only about half of the Christian retail mar- 
ket. It’s increasingly easy to buy Christian books, DVDs and 
music at big box stores, and many churches and websites sell 
the same items. 





“We'll hold your hand and pray 
with you. That’s not going to happen 
at Target.” -Debra Self 


Manager of Lifeway Christian Bookstore in Shoreline 





That’s good, Debra said, because Christian products 
might be able to reach more non-Christians. But she believes 
there’s a place for Christian bookstores. 

“We'll hold your hand and pray with you,” she said. “That’s not 
going to happen at Target.” 

At Joy Unlimited, Kathryn said she barely stocks Christian 
best-sellers like “The Purpose-Driven Life” by Rick Warren. 
Big box stores “sell it for less than we can get it,” she said. 

“It's really hurt the Christian bookstores.” 

Debra said every Christian store has to grapple with whether 
it is “trying to make a buck because of Jesus” by selling books, 
buttons, trinkets, jewelry, cards, music, and church supplies. 

“Jesus stuff,” Kathryn called it. 


And in Seattle, store managers and owners also have to mar- 
ket to a scarce and diverse group of Christians. 

Many are looking for a more understated way to express their 
faith, she said. And there aren't very many Christian book- 
stores here, so Catholics come in looking for rosaries and 
St. Christopher medals. Christians from traditional Protestant 
denominations are looking for Lenten and advent readings and 
cards for first communions. 

There are a lot of non-Christians in Seattle, so stores have 

to stock not only cards for Christians to give to Christians, but 
also less in-your-face messages for Christians to give to their 
non-Christian friends. 
One Lynnwood store manager said he’s been surprised to 
learn how similar different parts of the body of Christ are. “The 
culture, spiritually, is different, but in many ways we're the 
same, too,” he said. 

Christian bookselling is a unique ministry. Although non- 
Christians don’t often pass through the doors, store workers 
help new Christians and seasoned pastors, charismatics and 
members of traditional denominations. 

Managers said they have prayed for customers and with 
them, had debates on theological issues, and been encour- 
aged by customers who are recommitting their lives to Jesus. 

“We've had people that have been saved here, have 
received the Lord,” said Kathryn. “If you need prayer we're 
willing to pray with you.” 

That's the reason Debra believes Christian bookstores 
aren't going away. They're a ministry in their own right. 

Hooks nearly closed her store about three years ago, after five 
break-ins brought her to her knees. She asked God: was it 
time to close up shop after nearly a decade? 

A few days later, she got some back income-tax money 
she wasn’t expecting. It was enough to move into a smaller, 
more secure location. 

“We've been here by the grace of God,” she said. 1% 
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Ways to Love Seattle 


Both Vox Pop readers respond 


In the April issue, Vox Pop asked “How do you love 
Seattle?” Literally two people emailed us their ideas. Keep 
reading and maybe the rest of you (if you exist) will get 
some good ideas. To kick us off, here are four ideas from 
Adriel Ifland: 


Work hard 

I work at a restaurant washing dishes and doing some 
food prep. It may sound kind of cheesy, but I really do the 
cleanest, safest, best work I can to prevent our customers 
from any chances of food poisoning or food-borne illness. 
In our restaurant, I deal with a lot of laziness in regards to 
sanitation, and am encouraged to just “relax” the rules and 
regulations, but | won't. | want people to enjoy their food and 
not get sick. | want our dishes actually clean, not just looking 
okay. | want to make sure the food really is kept cold enough 
to prevent bacterial growth. That is one way I love my city; it’s 
a “lowly” job that pays minimum wage, but I take it seriously 
and won't cut corners. 


Know your neighbors 

| try to patronize small businesses in my neighborhood 
and get to know the people behind them. A woman walked 
into our restaurant last week for lunch and spent a great 
deal of time over the menu, so | asked her if she wanted 
recommendations. That spurred a conversation with her 
about our restaurant, the neighborhood, and the beauty 
school she’s going to just across the street. Without being 
over-solicitous, but rather, just friendly, she told me all about 
what she’s learning and what she does. We just talked life in 
a real, low-key way. She gave me her phone number and the 
school’s phone number, and I'm scheduling a facial with her 
for Friday. 


Be generous 

| don't have a car—so I walk a lot and ride the bus. If 
| am carrying my lunch with me, and | pass someone beg- 
ging, | just give it to him or her. | don’t ask questions. It’s 
something | prayed about and felt like God wasn’t calling me 
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to discriminate in this regard as far as who should be helped 
and who shouldn't. Sometimes | think, “DARN IT!! I wanted 
that lunch!!!" but the absence of a meal is a good reminder 
to pray for those who have them a lot less often than myself. 


Pray 

When I pass people in the street, or see people on the 
bus, or serve communion-—I look at the people and pray a 
one sentence prayer for them silently. Sometimes | think the 
Holy Spirit is giving me words to pray, because something 
very specific will come in mind, like “God, help that man to 
be free of his old father and realize you're a good one,” or 
“help that woman to conquer her envy” or something like 
that. | don’t always do this, but it has become more and 
more of a habit. 


Reader John Hyde had some other ideas about how 
we can love Seattle, especially the marginalized population 
of our city: 


| recently spent five days living as a homeless person in 
downtown Seattle, and I've really grown to a better under- 
standing of how we can be helping the people who get stuck 
in those situations, or even the people who choose to stay in 
that kind of a lifestyle. 

A practical way for us to help the homeless (or at least 
the one’s that our sheltered eyes let us see) is to carry 
something small like granola bars with us in our purses or 
backpacks. Keeping a granola bar on you will give you some- 
thing to share with the next person who stretches out their 
cup for change. Doing this is a simple way to acknowledge 
them as a real human being. Sometimes that’s all it takes for 
a transient, squatter, couch-surfer, or whatever you may call 
them, to feel loved by someone. 

Another idea would be gift certificates to McDonalds 
for a dollar or two. Better yet, just sit down and talk to them 
for a minute. That’s my idea; maybe it can help someone out. 
Thanks for reading. Ai 
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Taming of the Screw 





By Holly Thompson 


Tacoma Screw (3930 Leary Way NW) has changed a 
lot since its humble beginnings in the back of Orville Niesz’s 
pickup. It has grown to include stores in eleven Northwest lo- 
cations, including Boise and Portland. One thing that hasn't 
changed, however, is its name. All of its locations retain the 
name of the place where Orville first sold his screws, which 
(among other reasons) makes the name Tacoma Screw the 
most memorable of all carpentry store names. | got a chance 
to interview Dennis Roggenbuck, the manager of Tacoma 
Screw’s Ballard location. 


Q: So, how many kinds of screws do you sell here? 

A: Thousands and thousands! We can also get in any kind 
you need, even if we don't stock it. We get special orders in 
every day. 


Q: How could anyone be familiar with all this stuff? 

A: Most people who work here are already familiar with what 
we sell because they work in construction or carpentry. 
Working here for awhile also makes us very familiar with the 
products. 

Q: Did you work in construction before working here? 

A: | worked in construction and carpentry, and I also worked 
on a fishing boat in Alaska. 

Q: What brought you to Tacoma Screw? 

A: | came back from Alaska looking for a job. My neighbor 
was the manager of a local Tacoma Screw, so he gave me a 
job. I've been here ever since, about eighteen years now. 


Q: Are you from this area? 
A: | was born in West Seattle and grew up on Vashon Island. 
Now | live in Renton. 


Q: Do you see yourself staying with Tacoma Screw or do you 
have plans to move on? 

A: | enjoy my job and plan to stay. | love Vashon Island, 
though. Someday I may think about moving back there. 


Q: What do you like best about Vashon Island? 


A: The pace. Things slow down and are less hectic on 
Vashon. 
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Night on the Town 


(continued from page 12) 


showed one another. Although | couldn’t hear anything 
they said (my ears were numb and ringing when | left), | 
could see it in their facial expressions and mannerisms. 
There was a mutual admiration among the group. They 
congratulated one another after someone finished their 
time in the circle—with cool hugs, of course. 

They also looked out for one another. There were 
flying legs and arms constantly, which would occasionally 
come close to those lining the circle. No one cast blame, 
no one took offense, and no one retaliated. | just saw love, 
respect and grace—none of which I was anticipating at a 
break dancing club. | was humbled that night. And at a 
little past midnight, | found a new appreciation for the art 
and fellowship of break dancing. wi 


For more information on how you can experience this 
“Night on the Town”, please visit www.thewarroomse- 
attle.com. 


“Night on the Town” features stories of Mars Hill folks 
going out in Seattle. If you have an experience that you'd 
like to share, email voxpop@marshillchurch.org. 





Q: What do you like about this area? 
A: | love everything about the Northwest. The people are so 
friendly. i 


“In the Neighborhood” is a regular Vox Pop column that 
introduces individuals living and working around Mars Hill’s 
various locations. If you'd like to suggest an idea for “In the 
Neighborhood,” email voxpop@marshillchurch.org. 


Photo by Brian Casey 








Habitat for Humanity 


Habitat for Humanity International is a nonprofit, 
ecumenical Christian organization dedicated to eliminating 
substandard housing and homelessness worldwide and to 
making adequate, affordable shelter a matter of conscience 
and action. Habitat is founded on the conviction that every 
man, woman and child should have a simple, decent, afford- 
able place to live in dignity and safety. 


Putting Faith into Action 

Habitat’s ministry is based on the conviction that to 
follow the teachings of Jesus Christ we must reflect Christ’s 
love in our own lives by loving and caring for one another. 
Our love must not be words only—it must be true love, which 
shows itself in action. Habitat provides an opportunity for 
people to put their faith and love into action, bringing diverse 
groups of people together to make affordable housing and 
better communities a reality for everyone. 


The Result 
Through the work of Habitat, thousands of low-income fami- 
lies have found new hope in the form of affordable housing. 
Churches, community groups and others have joined togeth- 
er to successfully tackle a significant social problem—decent 
housing for all. 

Today, Habitat for Humanity has built more than 
200,000 houses, sheltering more than 1,000,000 people 
in more than 3,000 communities worldwide (Source: www. 
habitat.org). wi 


“Action” is a regular Vox Pop column that highlights vari- 
ous serving opportunities in and around the Seattle area. If 
you'd like to suggest an idea for the “Action” column, email 
voxpop @marshillchurch.org. 


Source: www.habitat.org 


Build A Home: June 17th 


Join the Mars Hill Covenant ministry to help build a 
home with Habitat for Humanity. 

Limited spots available, so sign up quick. No experience 
necessary, just email covenant@marshillchurch.org (or 
visit the Members’ Site forums) for more information. 


film&theology 


All stories possess shared themes, and many 
films are saying a lot more than you realize. Join 
us aS we engage contemporary culture and 
view this art form through a discerning lens. 


“Superman” 
Friday June 9, 6:45pm - Ballard 
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MarSpace 


How a clunky, questionable website is becoming Mars Hill's virtual thirdplace. 





By Pastor James Harleman 


Community Groups administrator Patrick Dahlstrom has 
a profile on MySpace. Why? Because one of the thousand 
members of the “Mars Hill Church Group” on MySpace.com 
posted an inquiry about finding a Community Group on the 
forum as if it were an actual Mars Hill website. 

Now, in addition to answering email and manning a kiosk 
to get people plugged into Mars Hill Community Groups each 
week, he monitors MySpace to give churchgoers advice on 
getting connected. It's the latest in a number of new ways 
that members, guests, and long-distance friends of Mars Hill 
Church are connecting to our culture and community. 


I just left my cave. What's MySpace? 

According to wikipedia.com, MySpace is “a social 
networking website offering an interactive network of 
blogs, user profiles, groups, photos and an internal e-mail 
system. As of May 2006, it is the world’s sixth most popular 
English-language website and the eighth most popular in the 
world.” 

MySpace has outpaced MSN Spaces, Friendster and 
LiveJournal to become the most popular English-language 
social networking website with over 77 million registered 
accounts. It has become an influential part of teen culture; 
high schools and libraries have even had to restrict access to 
MySpace on campus for fear it has become the new “locker 
room” for teen gossip and malicious talk. 

For the uninitiated, creating a profile at MySpace 
consists primarily of uploading some pictures, and providing 
basic info (age, gender, interests, hobbies, favorite music, 
etc.), and even more customization for those who know html 
or css. There are unwritten rules (like customizing your page 
or deleting “Tom” from your list of friends — he automatically 
appears when you sign up) that show how MySavvy you 
are. 

The primary reasons to have a profile seem to be the 
ability to blog and the ability to accrue “friends” — people 
who request to appear on your page as friends with their 
web picture, providing easy click-thru to their profiles. To 
some, this seems to be a genuine way of networking; for 
others, it seems to be a game like collecting trading cards. 
| have 234 friends. You only have 173°? Well, looks like I'm 
cooler than you . . . and also I have no life. 

An additional feature is the ability to join and participate 
in MySpace Groups. A group affiliation Covers everything 
from hobbies, business, religion, entertainment, schools, 
sexual preference, and more. There are millions of these 
affinity groups in MySpace; some are private and have an 
application/approval by the group leader, whereas many are 
public and can be joined with a click of a button. 


Mars Hill MySpace 

It's not a big surprise that someone decided Mars 
Hill needed to be represented in the milieu. http://groups. 
myspace.com/marshillchurch was created by Michael J. 
Moore, a former resident of Capitol Hill and Mars Hill church- 
goer who relocated to Salt Lake City. The space, started 
in November 2004, features basic information about the 
church, service times, links to the main website, and forums 
where members can discuss everything from theology, rock 
climbing, how to get connected, dating, and other good 
churches beyond the Pacific Northwest. 

Moving throughout the southwest and playing with 
bands on Tooth and Nail Records, Michael found MySpace 
to be a convenient way of networking and organizing friends 
and contacts. When he moved to Seattle, he wanted to at- 
tend Mars Hill and was surprised it wasn't anywhere to be 
found on MySpace. At the time, the official church website 
was also not easily located via Google either, so Michael had 
a hard time finding Mars Hill. 

A few weeks after finally finding us, he decided to make 
a Mars Hill Group on MySpace so that others like him could 
find directions and information and even ask basic questions. 
Having almost completed the membership process, the high 
cost of living and a child on the way forced Michael to uproot 
his family and move closer to relatives in Utah. Now expect- 
ing his second child, Michael hopes to move back to Seattle. 
With little formal training but thirteen years in graphic design 
and management experience, he hopes to land a good job 
and come back to the city and church he loves. For now, 
Mars Hill's communications department will partner with 
Michael to keep the Mars Hill MySpace site up to date. 


But isn’t MySpace wicked? 

Some will undoubtedly question the wisdom of utilizing 
MySpace. There are certainly negative aspects to the web 
community. Porn sites may peddle their material masquerad- 
ing as a pretty girl with a fake profile to lure men in. Some 
real profiles contain images and written content that may 
offend Christians, and predators can target younger children 
who have profiles on the site. Michael has had to ban some 
offending “friends” from the Mars Hill Group. He monitors 
those who sign up to catch suspicious profiles. Perhaps even 
more insidious are the “acceptable” ads for dating services 
with Cosmo-inspired images of allegedly hot women that 
pepper some pages of MySpace. 

However, these and other risks are no different than the same 
elements we face in any community, virtual or real. Mars Hill's 
website director, Jason Wendorf, said it best: “In Acts 17, 
we see Paul going to the Greek market place to engage the 
Greek culture in their language and the place where they 
lived and worked. Paul’s heart, which is the heart of Mars Hill, 
was to communicate the unchanging truth of Jesus Christ 

(continued: SEE ‘MarSpace’ page 16) 
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MarSpace 


(continued from page 15) 


to the people living in the time and place where God had 
called him. 

“Fast forward 2,006 years to Mars Hill Church. 
God has placed us at the epicenter of a culture steeped 
in technology and living life online. Our ‘Greek market- 
place’ is MySpace, YouTube, Flickr, the blogoshpere, 
wikipedia, and a quickly growing list of web applications 
that are redefining notions of ‘community’ and ‘friendship’ 
in our Culture. 

"I suspect that if Paul were alive today, a large 
portion of his ministry would involve editing doctrine on 
wikipedia, posting letters on his blog, casting his sermons 
on YouTube, and making friends with non-Christians on 
MySpace, all with the hope of reaching those God is 
calling into his fold, as well as to protect the fullness of 
the gospel from being distorted into something less than 
beautiful. 

“Expect in the coming years for the Mars Hill web 
experience to be less of a ‘walled garden’ that is difficult 
to find and for our web presence to extend to where the 
culture Is living, working, talking, networking, sinning, and 
ultimately waiting for someone to give them gospel.” 


More than MySpace 

MySpace, however, is not a replacement for all of 
Mars Hill’s networking needs. There was some discus- 
sion by pastors and deacons about creating groups for 
some of our Mars Hill serving teams: ushers, greeters, 
etc. After some wise discourse, it was determined that 
making MySpace the place where team coordination and 
scheduling happened would force every member of those 
ministries to use MySpace—fleshy ads, tempting links, and 
all. For some men, and women, it's just not the right place 
to engage culture, incarnate the gospel, or build commu- 
nity, and we intend to be respecttul of that. 

It's unquestionable that many use MySpace as their 
own personal Vanity Press, stroking their own narcissism. 
Some Christians, however, will brave these waters much 
like walking downtown Seattle or along Aurora and use 
MySpace as a way to connect people to Jesus and mis- 
sional Christian community. Thanks to Michael and the 
Mars Hill Communications team for exploring the right way 
to be IN this virtual world but not OF it. 1% 
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International Scene— 


Against Cultural Relativism 


Or we're not as different as some people think 





By Morgan Hepfer 


Editor’s note: Mars Hill member Morgan Hepfer is Vox 


Pop’s “international correspondent.” He is currently lives in 
Thailand. 


In conversation with an American friend the topic turned 

to some of the differences between Thai culture and America. 
This friend, Dave, has been here longer than | and lives with 
his Thai girlfriend of a year. | spoke about one of the most 
glaring, disturbing sights common to Bangkok—young skinny 
Thai girls arm in arm with sweaty overweight older foreigners 
on a Sex tour. 
The distaste was evident in my voice, | guess, because Dave 
said, “You can’t look at it as a Westerner. This is Thailand. 
They have different views about this stuff. You can’t impose 
your Western morality on them. Give them a chance, they 
are really quite progressive. My girlfriend, for example, is the 
most progressive person I know. When we first started dat- 
ing she told me I could see other women just as long as | use 
a condom and don’t fall in love with them.” 

My moral ‘uh-oh’ light started blinking. “Have you?” | 
asked. 

Slightly indignant he said, “No, I’m just not cool with 
that. And I told her she doesn’t have that same permission.” 
Proudly he continued, “In fact she says its one of the things 
she likes best about me. She says she can trust me.” 

| chewed on this for a short while. Something didn’t add 
up. 

“So wait, why would that be something about you she 
likes? | mean, if she gave you permission to sleep around, 
why would she value your fidelity?” 

"I think her last couple of boyfriends cheated on her, so 
that's what she likes so much about me.” 

Ah! “So when she gave you permission to cheat on her 
she was reacting to her past experiences? And what she 
likes best about you is how you don't act like them? Dave, it 
sounds to me like hurt, defensive thinking. She was protect- 
ing herself. There is nothing progressive about it.” 

The conversation ended at that point. 

There is a tendency among ex-pats whom I’ve met to 
brush aside moral differences in favor of cultural relativism. 
Behavior which would be frowned upon in one’s own Culture 
is tolerated elsewhere on account of cultural differences. 
Somehow what was wrong at home is now permissible. 
| think there are two sources for the tendency to overlook 
reality in favor of cultural relativism. First of all, relativists are 
cowards. They fear taking a belief in right and wrong and 
dealing with the consequences which that brings. They do 
not want to offend people, they do not want to put them- 
selves on the outside and say, “I disapprove.” If you believe in 


something like objective morality, you will inevitably be forced 
to disagree with people, which is uncomfortable. 

| believe in right and wrong. | do not accept relativism 
within my own culture, nor do | accept it between cultures. If 
something is morally wrong, it is so regardless of geography, 
history, religion, time period, language, race, or any other 
such factor. 

Second, people believe that culture matters more than 
it does, that somehow it changes a person’s fundamental 
identity. They are distracted by the outward differences, 
believing that the internal wiring and thinking is similarly dif- 
ferent. Either way they are wrong. Cultural differences are 
too often exaggerated. The psychology remains the same. 
If a husband cheats on his wife he undermines his marriage, 
the wife goes through predictable, universal feelings of 
rejection, sorrow, anger, and loss of self worth. If a mother 
abandons a child, that child will have the same psychological 
and emotional issues whether it happens in the Congo or 
Costa Rica. 

Fidelity isn’t important because some uptight religious 
types declared it a thousand years ago. It’s important be- 
cause love has laws and when they are broken, hearts are 
broken along with them. 

Outsiders looking in with rose-colored glasses rarely 
peer long enough to see the hidden ugly reality. Xi 
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Boniface 


By Pastor Mark Driscoll 





Some of the specific details about Boniface remain 
uncertain. His birth name was either Winfrid or Wynfrith, his 
birth date was in either 672 or 680, and his death occurred 
in either 754 or 755. What is certain is that the broad-shoul- 
dered, masculine church-planting missionary was a great 
pastor to the Germans. 

Raised in a godly family, he knew of Jesus from a young 
age. As a young man he chose to enter monastic life as a 
Bible scholar and church-planting missionary, much to the 
dismay of his family. He received his theological training at a 
Benedictine monastery and entered full-time ministry at the 
age of thirty. 


Upon being commissioned as a church-planting mis- 
sionary by Pope Gregory II, he was given the new name of 
Boniface, which means “one who utters good.” His mission 
was to evangelize Germany and plant churches there for 
Jesus. Boniface was well suited for the task as a rugged 
masculine leader who was fearless in the face of danger. The 
people God called him to reach were pagans who offered 
sacrifices to creation, murdered their enemies, and practiced 
assorted forms of witchcraft such as consulting with demons 
and casting spells. 

Perhaps the most legendary story about Boniface in- 
volves a tree. He entered an area called Gaesmere to find 
that an enormous oak had been titled the Oak of Jupiter by 
the pagans and venerated as an object of worship. Upon see- 
ing the pagans worship the creation instead of the Creator 
as Romans 1:25 describes it, Boniface became filled with 
righteous indignation and literally took matters into his own 
hands. 

Grabbing an ax, the muscular pastor swung with all his 
might into the massive oak tree as the pagan worshipers 
watched in astonishment. Miraculously, the giant tree fell 
to the ground and broke into pieces. The onlookers were 
amazed and were convinced that Boniface’s God, Jesus 
Christ, was mightier than their gods; they became open to 
the gospel. Seizing the opportunity, Boniface stood upon the 
stump of the tree and preached the gospel, declaring Jesus 
Christ as the only God worthy of worship. Some gave their 
lives to Jesus that day and the legend of Boniface grew. In 
dramatic fashion, he used the wood from the fallen oak tree 
to build a church on that very site. The events at the oak tree 
are considered by many to be the beginning of the conver- 
sion of the Germans to Jesus Christ. 

As Boniface’s fame grew, his preaching and church- 
planting efforts expanded. Over time, more pastors rose up 
under his leadership and spread throughout Germany to 
preach the gospel. Boniface continued his ministry with an 
unusually bold fearlessness until his death in his seventies. 


After seeing a great number of people commit their lives to 
Jesus and be baptized in one town, he and a small band 
of fellow pastors set out to evangelize another nearby town. 
Along the way a mob of angry pagans attacked the pastors, 
who refused to fight back because they feared it could harm 
the forward progress of the gospel in that region. The elderly 
Boniface was slaughtered. His body was cut into fifty-three 
pieces. 

His murderers ran off with the heavy chests belonging 
to Boniface believing they had stolen a great amount of trea- 
sure. But rather than discovering silver and gold, the pagans 
were furious to discover the great treasure that Boniface had 
carried in the chests was his large collection of theological 
books and Bible study resources to equip him and his men to 
preach the gospel and plant churches most effectively. wi 
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Community Groups take place in the homes of church members who are committed to 
sharing their lives with those who participate in their group. Each groups strives to provide 
a warm environment with opportunities for people to establish and cultivate authentic 
relationships with God and with brothers and sisters in Christ. Through learning and ac- 
countabililty, Community Groups exist to develop mature Christians who will go out into 
their various social networks carrying the hope of the Gospel. 


Introducing the Newest 
Mars Hill Community Groups 


Greenlake Monday 7pm 
LedBy: Preston McGee 
Contact: Preston McGee 
Phone: 206-427-4504 
Email: | preston@marshillchurch.org 


Greenwood Monday 7:45pm 
LedBy: Caleb Davis 
Contact: Caleb Davis 

Phone: 206-297-6164 
Email: §davisc@spu.edu 


Ballard Tuesday 7pm 

LedBy: Michael Blazer, Lisa Krohn 
Contact: Lisa Krohn 

Phone: 206-390-6964 

Email:  lisa.k.krohn@ gmail.com 


Bothell Tuesday 6:30pm 

LedBy: Sam Barrett 

Contact: Sam and Beth Barrett 

Phone: 425-398-9490 

Email:  samandbethbarrett@yahoo.com 


Edmonds Tuesday 6:40pm 

LedBy: Mike Garcia 

Contact: Mike Garcia 

Phone: 206-226-2546 

Email: = mikeyg2112@hotmail.com 


Fremont Tuesday 7pm 

LedBy: Scott Rudat, Darin Brill 
Contact: Natalie Walker 

Phone: 206-931-0539 

Email: = ndwalker1982@yahoo.com 


Kirkland Tuesday 7pm 
LedBy: Tim Saint 

Contact: Laurie Saint 

Phone: 206-941-8359 
Email: — tim@saintfamily.com 


Kirkland Tuesday 7:30pm 

LedBy: Colin Jones 

Contact: Colin Jones 

Phone: 425-823-7923 

Email: colin@maverickinvestments.net 


Magnolia Tuesday 7:30pm 
LedBy: Zack Hubert 

Contact: Julie Hubert 

Phone: 206-355-5941 

Email: julieahubertQgmail.com 


North Seattle Tuesday 10am 
LedBy: Trish Mahoney 
Contact: Trish Mahoney 

Email: — trish@themahoney.com 
For Women Only 
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Northgate Tuesday 7pm 

LedBy: Brian Landsberger 

Contact: Brian and Heather Landsberger 
Phone: 206-658-5819 

Email: brian@landsberger.com 


Sand Point Tuesday 7pm 

LedBy: Bret Niemann 

Contact: Bret and Christine Niemann 
Phone: 206-525-5541 

Email: — christineanne78@yahoo.com 


Wedgwood Tuesday 7pm 

LedBy: Nathan Burke 
Contact: Nathan and Rachel Burke 
Phone: 206-407-9542 
Email: |= hexagon76@hotmail.com 


West Seattle Tuesday 6:30pm 
LedBy: Scott Willhite 

Contact: Scott and Allison Willhite 
Phone: 206-251-1898 

Email: scott@alkihomes.com 


Northgate Thursday 7:30pm 
LedBy: Daniel Kirkpatrick 
Contact: Margaret Ann Kirkpatrick 
Phone: 206-675-0494 

Email: = makirkpatrick@gmail.com 


Northgate Thursday 7:30pm 
LedBy: Mike Hanson 

Contact: Todd Christenson 
Phone: 206-650-1779 

Email: tachris4;c@yahoo.com 


Phinney Ridge Thursday 7pm 
LedBy: Peter Bell 

Contact: Stephen Papineau 
Phone: 360-540-0878 

Email: §papineau@seattleu.edu 


Queen Anne Saturday 10:30am 
LedBy: Charlie Musser, 

Kaitlin Omundson 
Contact: Kaitlin Omundson 
Phone: 407-625-8832 
Email: | musses@spu.edu 


Lynnwood Sunday 6:30pm 
LedBy: Donald L. Churchill 
Contact: Don Churchill 

Phone: 425-745-0264 

Email: laurcon23@yahoo.comv 


more than one hundred 
mars hill community groups 


gather weekly around the Puget Sound region 
to join one near you email 
community@emarshillchurch.org 
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BODYLIFE 








Column of 
Opportunity & 
Information 


Here are some specific needs and announcements for the 
month of April. For more about getting involved at Mars Hill, 
email lifeQmarshillchurch.org, or show up 40 minutes before 
any Sunday service. 


Covenant Q&A 

Friday, June 23, 7pm at Mars Hill Ballard 

Bring it on—what are you dying to know about issues related 
to singleness, dating, courting, dorting, and marriage? Should 
a girl ask a guy out? Am I a serial coffee dater? How am I sup- 
posed to find “the one”? Send your questions to covenant@ 
marshillchurch.org and we will pass them on to Pastor Leif, 
who will host the Q&A. 


Roadies Wanted 

If you love being around music, playing with mic cables, and 
serving the church, be a worship band roadie. If you're interested 
in helping out, email joel@marshillchurch.org. 


Summer Marriage Class 

Sundays this July, 2-4pm at Mars Hill Ballard 

If you’re engaged or about to be, come to this class and learn 
how two sinners can co-exist under the same roof for the rest of 
their lives. To register, go to www.marshillchurch.org. 


Gospel Class 

Starting Sunday, July 9, 1-2:30pm in the Paradox 

Want to learn more about Christianity and Mars Hill Church? 
Interested in becoming a member? Come to the Sunday Gospel 
Class, starting in July. 


Volunteer with Backyard Bible Club 

One week this July in a neighborhood near you 

This summer, Children’s Ministry presents Backyard Bible 
Club: an outreach ministry for Mars Hill kids and their friends. 
Volunteers are needed to help out with this event. Email 
treasurecove@marshillchurch.org for more info. 


Dinner, anyone? 

The Covenant ministry is currently looking for married Mars Hill 
members to host dinners for some single folks, four to six people 
over for dinner. For you Mars Hill singles out there, if you'd like to 
hang out, eat good food, and meet new friends, go directly to the 
Members’ Site “Covenant” forum and find out how to sign up. 
Questions, comments, ideas... email covenant@marshillchurch. 
org and visit us on the members site forums for event info. 


What do wicca, Dan Brown, and the Apostle 
Paul have in common? 

Wednesdays this June, 7pm at Mars Hill Ballard 

Wednesdays this June, the Capstone Institute is offering a free 
lecture series featuring four lessons by three different speakers. 
These events are free and open to everyone. Pick and choose 
which lecture(s) you'd like to attend: New Perspectives on Paul 
(6/7), Open Theism & New Age Spirituality (6/14), Wicca & the 
Occult (6/21), and the Da Vinci Code (6/28). 





CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS GIVING TRENDS 






































Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance (July 1, 2005-May 14, 2006) 
April 9 $100,000 $127,189 516 4457 | 

Total Given $4,519,361 
April 16 $100,000 $99,301 471 7507 Households 2975 
April 23 $100,000 $99,653 490 4375 Average Giving $145/month 

per household 

April 30 $100,000 $124,228 432 4216 
May 7 $100,000 $150,464 567 4328 EXPAND CAMPAIGN 
May 14 $100,000 $85,138 399 3911 a A E A bod; 








and limitations with meeting 
space, Mars Hill is pursuing 
various expansion strategies. 

A new facility in West Seattle, 
developing programs at Mars Hill 
Shoreline, and various building 
i projects in Ballard require capital 


MONTHLY BUDGET VS. ACTUAL GIVING 


$600,000 

















funding above and beyond our 
$400,000 normal operations budget. Check 
out www.marshillchurch.org for 
$300,000 the latest updates about these 
and other expansion projects. 




















$200,000 





Needed funds 
Raised to date 
Number of 

Giving Households 1,115 
Total Needed 
to be Raised 


$3,000,000 
$1,811,950 


$100,000 
































$0 











August September October November December January February March April 





E Monthly Budget $320,000 $340,000 $460,000 $400,000 $400,000 $500,000 $400,000 $400,000 $500,000 
Actual Given $311,373 $296,416 $431,446 $400,088 $571,587 $422,613 $472,580 $472,839 $558,040 









































$1,188,050 














*These are budgeted giving numbers. They don’t represent actual surplus or deficit. 





Senior Farewell, parents invited, 6:45pm 


he BBQ at Golden Gardens, 6:30pm, families invited, parents 
please e-mail proxy@marshillchurch.org to help with the BBQ 


| k= (JPA - Wednesday nights at Gas Works begin, bring your own 
June J[A Wednesday nights at Gas Works begin, bring y 


Sc ià ed T) le Q, volleyball, and teaching 










6/28 Wednesday nights at Richmond Beach begin, bring 
~~ your own BBQ, volleyball and teaching 
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Bring your own meat and something to share. Hang out and stay for teaching 
and discussion at 7:30. If you want to help out, set up begins at 5:20pm. 
Questions? Email gasworks@marshillchurch.org. 


Come enjoy some tasty BBQ and get to know your Mars Hill Shoreline 
community. Food, games, and hang out until 7:30, connect with Community 
Groups 7:30 — 8:30. Questions? Email shorelineQmarshillchurch.org. 
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Call for 
Ártısts 
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Whether you're unknown or 





famous, Vox [Pop wants to 
oecastonally use thus back 


page to display art from the 
body of Mars Hull. 


ematlL: yoxpop@marshtllehurch.org 


